Children’s service on Courage
To remember that God’s love never leaves us.

Created by Rev Sharon Ross Ensor

Welcome and opening prayer.

Story: We’re going on a bear hunt
Recommend the use of the version with illustrations by Helen Oxenbury

Put the pictures on Powerpoint.

Divide people into groups. Each group has to devise one sound effect which occurs during the story eg swishy swashy, stumble trip, squelch squerch etc.

You could also have percussion instruments available to help with this.

As you read the story the appropriate group come in with their sound effect.

Then read the story of Jesus calming the storm from Matthew 8:23-27. 
This is ideal to be acted out by a group of children and you could also encourage participation in the making of the storm (and its calming) by children using percussion instruments and by using a long length of blue material (lycra is good) to illustrate the strength/calm of the wind/waves.

Talk about the times when we feel frightened and what helps us to feel that we’re not alone and to find our courage.

The story of the Jesus  calming the storm helps us to remember that even in the scary moments that God is always with us and will never leave us.

Prayer time

You could make paper boats and write/draw on them some of the things that frighten us and that we need courage and strength for.

Then think about other people in our community and/or world who perhaps feel frightened and who need to find courage. 
Write/draw about these on the boats.

The boats can then be floated in a (cunningly disguised) plastic paddling pool which has a candle floating in it to remind us that God’s love is always with us and will never leave us.

Gather this time up in a brief prayer.

Closing song:

Jacki Newell, a member of Wadestown Presbyterian wrote this song to the tune of ‘I’m singing in the rain’…which has been adapted into a fun children’s song called ‘tufa tafa’

When I feel lost and alone and a long, long way from home

When I don’t know what to do I just stop and think of you

Hang about (hang about)

Hands out (hands out)

Thumbs up (thumbs up)

I’m worth….everything, everything, everything to God

We’re all worth everything, everything, everything to God

When I’m feeling all afraid and it’s hard to be so brave

I know I’m not along ‘cos you’ll always show me home

Hang about (hang about)

Hands out (hands out)

Thumbs up (thumbs up)

Elbows together (elbows together)

I’m worth….everything, everything, everything to God

We’re all worth everything, everything, everything to God

If my friends all walk away and I have no one to play

I know you’ll be my friend and your love it has no end!

Hang about (hang about)

Hands out (hands out)

Thumbs up (thumbs up)

Elbows together (elbows together)

Knees together (knees together)

I’m worth….everything, everything, everything to God

We’re all worth everything, everything, everything to God

So I travel on my way, it’s a happy, happy day

I’m as special as can be ‘cos I know that God loves me

Hang about (hang about)

Hands our (hands out)

Thumbs up (thumbs up)

Elbows together (elbows together)

Knees together (knees together)

Bottom out (bottoms out)

I’m worth….everything, everything, everything to God

We’re all worth everything, everything, everything to God

I’m singing praise to you

You are with me through and through

I always have a friend

You are with me til the end.

Hang about (hang about)

Hands out (hands out)

Thumbs up (thumbs up)

Elbows together (elbows together)

Knees together (knees together)

Bottom out (bottoms out)

Tongues out (tongues out)

I’m worth….everything, everything, everything to God

We’re all worth everything, everything, everything to God

