Children’s service ‘Wonderful earth’

Thinking about our part in caring for God’s creation

Created by Rev Sharon Ross Ensor

Needed: recyclable materials eg newspapers, egg cartons, plastic bags, drink bottles etc.

String, cellotape, bulldog clips (for ‘holding things together).

Welcome

Opening prayer

· Thanking God for the day we’ve had

· Acknowledging that we’re here to remember God and the gift of the wonderful earth God has given us

· Asking for God’s help to think about the ways in which we can care for the earth.

Story about the creation:


Recommended: Wonderful Earth by Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen

Pub: Hunt and Thorpe 1991 (with reprints). No longer in print, although it can be purchased through Amazon.com 

Sharon Ross Ensor has a copy and will be happy to lend it. Contact her at ChurchSchools@presbyterian.org.nz 
Wonderful Earth tells the story of creation in a delightful way, and then goes on to talk about how we humans are wrecking it and comes back to the call from God to look after the creation.

What can we do to look after the wonderful earth.

· Interview one of the children (I chose one who is particularly interested in recycling) about what they are doing, asking questions like: why do you think it’s important to ‘reuse, reduce and recycle’ your rubbish, what sort of things does your family do to recycle your rubbish, does your school do anything to help ‘reuse, reduce and recycle’ rubbish.

· A parent interested in organic gardening brought along some visual stuff to show what they do to reuse, reduce and recycle in their garden…including newspapers, things for compost, rabbit manure (!) and companion plants they use instead of pesticides.

Having some fun with reusing our rubbish.

· We broke into ‘small groups’ and made a wearable art outfit out of the things in our recycling bins.

· Each group was also asked to think about a prayer for our wonderful earth and to write it in ‘vivid pens’ on a piece of rubbish.

Our wearable art models came up the front along with another member of their group who read out the prayer.

We closed with a blessing.

